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1. (Amended) A method of transmission of application daia in a plurality of 
scn^iccs in a digital transport stream, each of said plurality of services carrying at least one 
appUcaiion» the method comprising providing an application dma table containing information 
regarding said at least one application carried by each of a plurality of the scr\'icc5 within the 
iran^rt stream. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the application data tabic is transported 
ia a transport packet leaving a predeientiined packet IP value associated with die 
presence of an application data table within the packet. 



3. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said application data table 
is electronically signed so as to permit a decoder to vcnfy an application data tabic as originating 
from a kno\vn operator. 
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4- (Amended) A method as claimed in claim I wherein each service further 
comprises a program map tabic giving access to applicalions carried by this service, the program 
map table itself comprising information regarding said at least one application carried by this 
service. 

5. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 uliercin the appUcanon data table 
further comprises infonnation Tcgarding which appl icaiions may be accessed via each sen'icc. 

6- (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wterein the application 
infomiation oirried in the application data table further includes information relating to the size 
of memory required to execute m application, 

7. (.\mcndcd) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein \ht application 
information in the application data table includes a priority value indicating tlie relative priority 
of an application. 

8. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 wherein the application 
information in ilie application data table includes a service exclusive value indicating that an 
application is exclusive to at least one service. 

9. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim I in which the application 
information in the qjplicatton data table includes a flag value concerning the action to be taken 
with an application upon a change of service. 

10. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, comprising providing a plurality 
of said apphcation data tables, each application data table containing information regarding 
applications contained within a bouquet of services. 

11. A method as claimed in claim 10 wherein each application data table is 
transported in one of a table and a section within a transport packet, each application 
data table being associated with one of a table and a section having one of a 
characteristic table ID and a characteristic table ID extension value. 



Application/Control Number: 09/786.778 
Art Unit: *** 

ATfORNEY iXKTKin NO, 1 1343.030031 

12. (Amended) A method as claimed in claim \ further coraprising; 
:«cetWivg the pppUcolion data table in d digital television system. 

1 3. (Amended) A method as cUdined in claim 1 wherein the digital iranspon 
s(rcam confonns to the MPEG standard. 

14. (Amended) A transinisaion apparatus comprising: 

means for tnmsrairting a transport stream comprising a plurality of services 
togplhcr with an application data table containinjj informalion regarding applications carried by a 
plurality ofthc services within the transport stmom. 

15. A transmission apparatus as claimed iti claim 14 wherein the transmitting 
means is adapted to transmit Uic application data table in a transport packet having a 

predetermined packet ID vahie associated with the presence of an application data 
table within the packet. 

16. (Amended) .A transnussion apparatus as claimed in claim 14» comprising 
means for electronically signing said application data table so as to penaiit a decoder to verify an 
application data table as originating from a known operator. 

17. (Amended) A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim i4 wherein the 
transmitting means is adapted to transmit for each service a program map table giving access to 
applications carried by tliat service, the program map table itself comprising infonnaiion 
regarding said iit least one application carried by this service. 

18. (Amended) A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim 14 wherein the 
application data table further comprises information regarding which applications may be 
accessed via each service. 

19. (Amended) A transmission apparatu.*! as claimed io claim 14 wherein the 
application information carried in the application data table further includes information relating 
to the size of memory rcquincd to execute an applicailon. 
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20. (Amtmled) A iransmission apparatus as claimed in claim 14 wherein the 
appUcation information in the :^)plication data (able includes a priority vtiluc indicating the 
relative priority of an application. 

21. (.^mended) A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim !4 wherein the 
application infomiaiiou in the application data table includes a service exclusive value indicating 
that an application is exclusive to at least one service. 

22. (AmeiKled) A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim 14 wherein the 
application information in the application data table includes a flag value conccming the action 
to be taken with an application upon change of service. 

23. (Amended) A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim 14, vvherein the 
transmitting means is adapted to transmit a plurality of said application data tables, each 
application data table containing information regarding applications contained within a bouquet 
of services. 

24. A transmission apparatus as claimed in claim 33 wherein the transmitting means 
is adapted to iransmit each application data tabic irt one of a tabic and a section within 
a transport packet, each application dita table being associated wiih one of a tabic and 
a section having one of a characteristic tabic ID and a charactcrisuc table ID extension 
value. 

Claim 27 (canceled) 

28. A decoder comprising a mcn3or>' for storing aa ^pHcaiion data table comprising 
information regarding applications carried by a plurality of serv^pK vsithin the 
transport stream, and means for controlling at least one of the downloading and 
maintenance of such applications in dependence on the information contained within 
the application data tabic. 

29. An application data table containing information regarding at least one 
application carried by each of a plurality of services within a transport stream. 
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30- (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 28, wherein said application data 
table is electronically signed so as to permit the decoder to verify an i^>plication data table as 
originating from a known operator. 

31. (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 2S wherein the application data 
tabic fimher comprises infomiation regarding which applications may be accessed via each 
service. 

32. (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 2K wherein the application 
information carried iu tlie ^plication data table further includes information relating to the size 
of mertiory required to execute an application, 

33. (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 28 wherein the application 
infoimation in the application data tabic includes a priority value indicating (he relative priority 
of an application. 

34. (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 28 wherein the qiplication 
informatioa in the application data tabic inchides a service exclusive value indicating that an 
applic^ition is exclusive to at least one service. 

35. (Amended) A decoder as claimed in claim 28 in which ilie application 
infonnation in the application data table includes a flag value concerning the action to be taken 
with an application upon a change of service. 

36. (Amended) A plurality of tables according to claim 29. each application data 
table containing information regarding applications contained within a bouquet of services. 



Claims 37-41 (canceled) 
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In addidoTV please odd the following new claims: 

"42. (Nw) A table as claimed in claim 29, wherein said application data tabic 
is electronically signed so as to permit a decoder to verify an application data tabic as originating 
from a toiown operator. 

43. (New) A lable a$ claimed in claim 29 wherein the application data tabic 
further comprises information regarding: which applications may be accessed via each service. 

44. CKevv) A table as claimed in claim 29 wherein the application inftmnarion 
carried in the application data table further includes information rclaling to the size of memory 
required to execute au application. 

45. (New) A table as claimed in claim 29 wherein the application information in 
the application data table includes a priority value indicating the relative priority of an 
application. 

46. (New) A lable as claimed in claim 29 wherein die application infommtioii in 
the application data lable includes a 5er\'ice exclusive value indicating thai an application is 
exclusive to at least one service. 

47. (New) A table as claimed in claim 29 in which the application information in 
the application data tabic includes a flag value coiKcming the action to be taken with an 
application upon a change of service.- 



